VETERINARY MATERIA MEDICA
AND THERAPEUTICS
PARTI
INTRODUCTION
VETERINARY Therapeutics is the subject which concerns the
treatment of disease in the domesticated animals. In its wide
sense it embraces not only the application of medicinal agents,
vaccines, and sera, for this purpose, but it also includes such im-
portant auxiliaries as hygiene, dietetics, and the care, manage-
ment, and nursing of sick animals.
Pharmacology deals with the action of drugs on the body,
without special reference to their application in the treatment of
disease. In this book the subject of pharmacology will be dis-
cussed only in so far as it relates to therapeutics ('Applied
Pharmacology'), For further information readers are referred
to general textbooks on Pharmacology.
Materia Medica deals with the name, source, distribution,
composition, physical characters, and preparations of the various
agents employed by the therapeutist*
Pharmacy is the art of compounding and dispensing formulae
or prescriptions.
The ability of the general practitioner is largely dependent on
his skill in diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment. His professional
education is largely directed to rendering him proficient in these
matters* Clinical proficiency entails an intimate knowledge of
pathology, but a knowledge of pathology alone will not suffice;
the clinical symptoms of disease must be studied and interpreted.
This requires a sound knowledge of physiology, which is in fact
the basis of rational therapeutics, for unless we be acquainted with
the functions of healthy organs we cannot have any clear percep-
tion of the alterations in function produced by disease, or of the
manner in which medicinal agents assist in bringing about a return
to health. It is not always possible to form a precise diagnosis;
the leading symptoms must therefore receive consideration, as
they offer important indications for treatment. There are many